Graduate transfers Tate, Jackson, 
Northside’s Williams on board. — Sports, 1¢ 


Restaurants finding right recipes 
for these strange times. — Style, 1E 


In the news 


E Sheron Lambert, who 
volunteers at a food pantry 
in Bay St. Louis, Miss., gave 
the pantry her $1,200 one- 
time federal government 
stimulus check, saying she 
doesn’t need the money and 
wanted it to be used to feed 
hungry people during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 


E Geoffrey Fraiche, 41, 
and Laura Webb-Fraiche, 
38, both doctors who work 
at hospitals in Pensacola, 
Fla., are accused of stealing 
a campaign flag supporting 
President Donald Trump 
from a neighbor’s property, 
and face trespassing, larceny 
and other counts. 


E Tom Moore, a 99-year- 
old World War II British 
army veteran who is using 
a walker to take laps around 
his 80-foot garden in a 
fundraiser for the National 
Health Service, said he sur- 
prised himself by garnering 
nearly $10 million in pledges 
when his family used social 
media to help solicit dona- 
tions. 


E William Burgamy, 22, a 
Maryland man accused of 
operating a website that sold 
drugs without prescriptions 
and planning to firebomb a 
competing operation in Ne- 
braska, was charged with il- 
legal drug distribution and 
money laundering, federal 
prosecutors said. 


E Alfreda Fluker, 39, a 
Birmingham, Ala., police 
detective accused of shoot- 
ing a woman who was 
found dead in a police ve- 
hicle and attempting to killa 
male co-worker as part of a 
“love triangle” dispute, fac- 
es a capital-murder charge, 
Police Chief Patrick Smith 
said. 


E Mai Vu Vang, 51, of 
Brooklyn Center, Minn., 
who police said evaded 
capture for more than two 
years, was arrested in Geor- 
gia and will be returned to 
Minnesota where he is ac- 
cused of duping members 
of the Hmong community 
into investing in a nonexis- 
tent ginseng farm. 


E Joseph Williams, 26, a 
Hillsborough County, Fla., 
jail inmate who is among 
prisoners released last 
month to help contain the 
coronavirus, was charged 
less than four weeks later 
with second-degree murder 
in a shooting, deputies said. 


E Sharonne Steed, an At- 
lanta police lieutenant, fac- 
es aggravated-assault and 
other charges after being 
accused of hitting a fellow 
officer with her car while 
he was directing traffic and 
then biting him when he 
tried to remove her from 
her vehicle. 


E Catherine Alderson of 
Oxford, Miss., celebrated 
her 100th birthday during 
the coronavirus outbreak by 
sitting in her driveway and 
waving to family members 
and friends as they drove 
past in a parade that was 
escorted by police cars and 
firetrucks. 
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Hundreds of flag-waving, horn-honking protesters drive past the Michigan state Capitol in Lansing on 


Wednesday to show their displeasure with Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s orders to keep people at home 
and businesses locked as coronavirus precautions. Whitmer said she was “really disappointed” to see 
protesters close together without masks. More photos at arkansasonline.com/416virus/. 


(AP/Paul Sancya) 


Distance-easing outline 
on the way, Trump says 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Pres- 
ident Donald Trump said 
Wednesday that he’s prepared 
to announce new guidelines 
allowing some states to quick- 
ly ease up on social distancing 
even as business leaders told 
him they need more coro- 
navirus testing and personal 
protective equipment before 
people can safely go back to 
work. 


Gov. Asa Hutchinson laughs and 
puts on his mask Wednesday 
after the coronavirus update at 
the state Capitol. More photos 
at arkansasonline.com/416gov/. 
(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/ 
Stephen Swofford) 


The industry executives 
cautioned Trump that the 
return to normal will be any- 
thing but swift. 

The new guidelines, ex- 
pected to be announced today, 
are aimed at clearing the way 
for an easing of restrictions 
in areas with low transmis- 
sion of the coronavirus, while 
keeping them in place in hard- 
er-hit places. Earlier, Trump 
appeared to back off his claim 
of absolute authority to de- 
cide when the time was right 


to act. The ultimate decisions 
will remain with governors. 

“Well be opening some 
states much sooner than oth- 
ers,” Trump said. 

But in a round of calls with 
business leaders Wednesday, 
Trump was warned that a dra- 
matic increase in testing and 
wider availability of protec- 
tive equipment will be neces- 
sary for the safe restoration of 
their operations. 

The federal government is 

See VIRUS, Page 4A 
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Reports offer 
signs of U.S.’ 


economic hit 


Retail sales plunge 8.7%; 
industrial output tumbles 


COMPILED BY 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF 
FROM WIRE REPORTS 

WASHINGTON — Evi- 
dence of the coronavirus’s 
effect on the U.S. economy 
has been steadily emerging, 
and the signs have grown 
ominous. 

Sales at stores and restau- 
rants plunged in March by 
the largest amount on re- 
cords dating to 1992. The 
nation’s industrial output fell 
by the largest amount since 
the end of World War II. And 
the pandemic keeps ravaging 
the global oil market. 

That was just Wednes- 
day’s news. 

‘Tve never seen anything 
like this,” said Jennifer Lee, 
senior economist at BMO 
Capital Markets. “You don’t 
want to look, but you know 
you have to.” 

The picture likely will 
worsen in the coming weeks 
and months. Business shut- 
downs likely will be in ef- 
fect for the entire month, 
compared with just half of 
March, which would fur- 
ther affect retail sales — a 
primary driver of the U.S. 
economy. 

Sales of homes and cars 
also are declining. And econ- 
omists have forecast that to- 
day’s weekly report on ap- 
plications for unemployment 
benefits will show that mil- 
lions of Americans sought 
jobless aid last week, on top 
of the record-high number 


MORE CONTEN 
Full coverage of 
coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/coronavirus/ 
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of nearly 17 million who filed 
in the previous three weeks. 

Economists now project 
a record-shattering 40% an- 
nualized decline in U.S. eco- 
nomic output for the April- 
June quarter. While growth 
is expected to rebound in the 
second half of the year, econ- 
omists at JPMorgan Chase 
have forecast that the U.S. 
economy will still shrink 7% 
for 2020 as a whole. 

The slowdown is a global 
concern. The International 
Monetary Fund on Tuesday 
predicted that the world 
economy would shrink 3% 
this year, the worst outcome 
since the Great Depression. 

That is hammering oil 
prices, threatening the sol- 

See ECONOMY, Page 4A 


State lines up health-worker bonuses 


Millions to go out in weekly payments to people who care for elderly, disabled 


ANDY DAVIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Arkansas received federal 
approval Wednesday to use 
$55 million in Medicaid funds 
to give bonus payments of up 
to $500 a week to workers 
in nursing homes and other 
long-term-care settings, as 
well as to workers who care 
for elderly or disabled people 
at home. 

At the request of Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson, an advisory pan- 
el also recommended using 


up to $80 million in federal 
coronavirus response funds 
to provide similar payments 
to workers in hospitals, as 
well as to nonclinical staff 
members, such as janitors 
and cafeteria workers, in 
hospitals, nursing homes and 
other facilities. 

Those funds would come 
from the $1.25 billion the state 
expects to receive from the 
$2 trillion Coronavirus Aid, 
Relief, and Economic Secu- 
rity Act passed by Congress 


last month. 

Larry Walther, secretary 
of Arkansas’ Department of 
Finance and Administration, 
said the state received half 
of its Coronavirus Aid, Re- 
lief, and Economic Security 
allocation — or $625 million 
— Wednesday and expects to 
receive guidance this week 
from the U.S. Department 
of the Treasury on how the 
funds can be spent. 

The state Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 


Security Act Steering Com- 
mittee also recommended 
using $73.5 million of the fed- 
eral funding to reimburse the 
state for purchases of masks 
and protective medical gear 
that it has made for health 
care workers using money 
from its budget stabilization 
trust fund and a covid-19 
rainy day fund created by the 
Legislature during a special 
session last month. 

Both recommendations 


See ARKANSAS, Page 6A 


New firm to manage 
state’s youth lockups 


Legislators approve $70M contract 
for operating 4 sites beginning July 1 


GINNY MONK 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

A Nevada company is 
poised to take over manage- 
ment of all state youth lock- 
ups until 2023, after lawmak- 
ers Wednesday approved a 
contract worth more than 
$70 million. 

The agreement, which 
will hand day-to-day opera- 
tion of facilities at Dermott, 
Harrisburg and Mansfield 
to Rite of Passage on July 1, 
comes just over two months 
before the state’s contract 
with Youth Opportunity LLC 
is to expire. 

Rite of Passage has man- 
aged the Arkansas Juvenile 
Assessment and Treatment 
Center at Alexander since 
2016. 

With the management 
change, the state plans to 
close its fifth youth lockup, 
at Lewisville, until further 
notice. 


Rite of Passage may 
transform that campus into 
a substance-abuse treatment 
program, if money is avail- 
able, according to a news re- 
lease sent Wednesday from 
the Arkansas Department of 
Human Services. 

The state’s youth deten- 
tion facilities house more 
than 200 children who com- 
mitted juvenile felonies, mis- 
demeanors and other infrac- 
tions. 

Groups managing the fa- 
cilities have been the targets 
of lawsuits and criticism in 
recent years claiming that 
children were mistreated. 
State agencies since 2018 
have downsized the system 
and reduced children’s stays 
in its facilities. 

Rite of Passage bid for the 
contract to manage all of Ar- 
kansas’ youth detention fa- 
cilities in 2019 but lost after 

See LOCKUPS, Page 2A 


Swift action on state budget 


Sen. Missy Irvin, R-Mountain View, introduces appropriations 
bills Wednesday at the state Capitol. The Senate and the House 
passed identical versions of the state’s proposed $5.89 billion 
budget for fiscal 2021, leaving $212.2 million in the budget un- 
funded. Lawmakers hope to wrap up their fiscal session today. 


(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Thomas Metthe) 


Article, 1B 


Spa City 
pursuing 
thousands 
for old fines 


DALE ELLIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

HOT SPRINGS — Once 
the coronavirus crisis has 
passed and life returns to 
more normal routines, peo- 
ple who have been ticketed 
in Hot Springs in the past 
are subject to an unwel- 
come surprise: old misde- 
meanor fines they never 
paid coming back to haunt 
them. 

Since the beginning of 
this year, 2,515 failure-to-pay 
warrants have been issued, 
1,140 in the first 14 days of 
April alone. The city is now 
awaiting warrant recipients 
to come to the attention of 
any law enforcement officer 
in Arkansas, at which time 
they will be issued citations 
and advised of the fines 
they owe. 

The sheer number of 
failure-to-pay warrants is- 
sued in Hot Springs, with 

See FINES, Page 2A 


